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PURPOSE  
 
This Funding and Resource Guide:  Idaho Water/Wastewater Systems has three purposes: it identifies 
funding programs for all aspects of water and wastewater system improvements; it lists agencies that 
provide additional resources for water and wastewater system personnel; and it provides contact 
information for the programs and agencies mentioned in this guide. 
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FIGURE A: 

 
TYPICAL STAGES OF A CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
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TABLE A: 
 

TYPICAL SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR A WATER/WASTEWATER PROJECT 
 

Source Type Description 
Community Capital Improvement Fund Funds earmarked for future capital 

improvement projects, collected by 
the community over time. 

Idaho Bond Bank Authority 
(IBBA) 

Bond Loan to community, to be repaid 
over a period of years. 
 

State/Federal Government Grant Direct payment to community. 
 

State/Federal Government Loan Loan to community, to be repaid 
over a period of years. 
 

Other Sources Grants/Loans As described above. 
 

 
TABLE B 

 
FUNDING PROGRAMS FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER PROJECTS IN IDAHO 

 

 
 
 
 

Progam System 
(W-WW) 

Stage of  
Project 
(FP-ED-C) 

Population 
Req’ment 

Income 
Req’ment 

Funding Program 
Details 

Application 
Deadline 

Idaho Bond 
Bank 
Authority 
(IBBA) 
Water system 
loan program 

W, 
WW 

FP, ED, C None None Interest rate adjusted 
quarterly;  
20 to 30 year term;  
0.5% to 0.75% loan fee. 

Quarterly 
deadlines 

Idaho 
Department 
of Commerce 
Rural 
Community 
Block Grant 
(RCBG) 

W, 
WW 

C <10,000 Low-
income 

Grants from $50,000 to 
$500,000; total of 
$400,000 available in 
2012;  Local match 
required;  Can only be 
used for extensions of W, 
WW systems that will 
increase jobs and/or 
business opportunities. 

Applications 
due in 
March for 
coming 
year. 
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Idaho 
Department 
of Commerce 
Community 
Development 
Block Grant 
(CDBG) 

W, 
WW 

C <50,000 Low to 
moderate 

Grants from $50,000 to 
$500,000; 
Local match encouraged; 
$6.5 million available in 
2012. 

Applications 
due in 
November 
for coming 
year. 

Idaho Dept of 
Environment
al Quality 
(DEQ) 
Drinking 
Water 
Planning 
Grants 

W FP None None Requires 50% match; 
Based on DEQ priority 
list ranking; 
$250,000 available; 
grants  
ranged from $10,000 to 
$90,000 in 2012.  

Submit letter 
of interest 
by fourth 
quarter of 
each year. 

Idaho DEQ 
Wastewater 
Planning 
Grants 
 

 

WW FP None None Requires 50% match; 
Based on DEQ priority 
list ranking; 
$250,000 available; 
grants 
ranged from $30,000 to 
$171,000 in 2012.  

Submit letter 
of interest 
by fourth 
quarter of 
each year. 

Idaho DEQ 
Safe Drinking 
Water 
Revolving 
Loan Fund 
(SDWRLF) 

W ED, C None None Up to 100% of project 
cost; 
20-year term;  low 
interest rate (ranged from 
1.25%  to 2.25% in 2012)

Submit letter 
of interest 
by fourth 
quarter of 
each year. 

Idaho DEQ 
Water 
Pollution 
Control State 
Revolving 
Fund (SRF) 

WW ED, C None None Up to 100% of project 
cost; 
20-year term;  low 
interest rate (1.25% in 
2012) 

Submit letter 
of interest 
by fourth 
quarter of 
each year. 

Idaho Water 
Resources 
Board 
(IWRB) 
Water system 
loan program 

W FP, ED, C None None Min amount is $5,000; 
5 to 30 year terms; 
Interest rate at 6% 

28 days 
prior to next 

IWRB 
meeting. 

Rural 
Community 
Assistance 
Corporation 
(RCAC) 
Feasibility 
Loan 

W, 
WW 

FP <50,000. Low-
income 

Max $50,000; 
1-year term; 
Interest rate at 5-6% 
 

None 
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RCAC 
Predevelop-
ment Loan 
 

W, 
WW 

ED <50,000. Low-
income 

Max $350,000;  
1-year term; 
Interest rate at 5-6% 
  

None 

RCAC 
Construction 
Loan 

W, 
WW 

C <50,000. None Max $1 million;  
1 to 3 year term; 
Interest rate varies; 
1% loan fee 

None 

US Army 
Corps of 
Engineers 
(COE) 
Section 595 
program 

W, 
WW 

ED, C None None Total of $55 million 
available nationally. 

Form sent to 
communities 
in October, 
due back by 
February of 
each year.   

 
USDA Rural 
Development 
(RD)  
Planning/Pre-
development 
Grant (PPG)  
 

W, 
WW 

FP <10,000 Low-
income   

 
 

Requires minimum of  
25% match; 
Max grant $25,000. 
 
. 

None 

USDA RD  
Special 
Evaluation 
Assistance for 
Rural 
Communities 
and 
Households  
(SEARCH) 
grant 
 

W, 
WW 

FP <10,000 Poverty-
level 

No match required; 
Max grant $35,000. 

None 

USDA RD  
Water & 
Waste 
Disposal 
Direct Loan & 
Grant 
Program 

W, 
WW 

ED, C 
 

<10,000 None Terms vary; 40-year term 
if grant is also included; 
Interest rates vary; 
$10-$12 million in 2012.  
USDA RD determines 
ratio of loan to grant. 

None 
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TABLE C: 
AGENCIES SERVING WATER/WASTEWATER NEEDS OF SMALL COMMUNITIES  

 
Agency  Mission Assistance Available 

Environmental Finance 
Center, Boise State 
University (EFC) 

To build and improve the 
technical, managerial, and 
financial capabilities needed 
by communities to comply 
with federal and state 
environmental protection 
laws. 

Various tools for strategic planning, financial 
leadership, rate setting and budgeting, and 
financial analysis. 
 

Idaho Rural Water 
Association (IRWA) 

To provide technical 
assistance, training and a 
strong representative voice for 
the benefit of Idaho's water 
and wastewater systems. 

Technical assistance and training to system 
operators. 

Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation 
(RCAC) 

To assist rural communities 
plan, finance, construct, 
manage and operate water and 
wastewater systems. 

Grant/loan application assistance, rate studies, 
technical assistance, financial training, loans. 

 
TABLE D: 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER PROJECTS 
 

Agency Mission Resources Available 

Association of Idaho Cities 
(AIC) 

AIC is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit corporation, owned, 
organized, and operated by 
Idaho’s city governments. AIC 
provides services that 
individual cities might not be 
able to afford on their own.  
 

AIC provides training and education for city 
officials through the AIC Annual Conference, 
AIC Academy for City Officials, Spring 
District Workshops (budgeting and new laws), 
and the Idaho City Clerks, Treasurers, and 
Finance Officers Institute. 

Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) Drinking Water 
Program 

To protect public health by 
ensuring drinking water from 
public water systems in Idaho 
is safe. DEQ is authorized 
through the federal Safe 
Drinking Water Act and the 
Idaho Rules for Public 
Drinking Water Systems. 

The PWS Switchboard features quick links to 
state and federal rules, monitoring schedules, 
plans and specifications, public notification 
templates, sanitary survey forms, drinking 
water system classification requirements, 
operator licensing, reporting tools, and 
operator hiring information 

Idaho Department of Water 
Resources (IDWR) 

To ensure water is conserved 
and available to sustain 

IDWR provides a variety of services for the 
public, such as water rights research, 
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Idaho's economy, ecosystem 
and the resulting quality of 
life. 

historical record reproduction of water rights, 
driller’s reports, and dam safety inspections. 

Idaho Economic 
Development Districts 

To provide community and 
economic development 
services to create healthy 
communities. 

Economic Development Districts provide 
grant/loan application assistance, training, and 
comprehensive development strategies to 
leverage public and private resources for 
cities. 

Idaho Rural Partnership 
(IRP) 

To use innovative 
collaborations of public and 
private resources to strengthen 
communities and improve life 
in rural Idaho 

The IRP website offers numerous links to 
public and private resources. 

Idaho Water Resources 
Board (IWRB) 

To formulate and implement a 
state water plan and to provide 
financial assistance for water 
development and water 
conservation projects. 

IWRB manages the Water Supply Bank, a 
water exchange market to facilitate the use of 
water rights.  IRWB also operates a Financial 
Program, through which it operates three 
accounts:  the Revolving Development 
Account, the Water Management Account and 
the Revenue Bond Program.  These accounts 
provide loans for water supply projects.   

US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 

To protect human health and 
the environment by:  
developing and enforcing 
regulations; giving grants; 
studying environmental issues; 
sponsoring partnerships; 
teaching people about the 
environment; and publishing 
information. 

In Idaho, the US EPA issues all National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits, required for any facility 
that discharges wastewater directly to surface 
water. 

 
 
 
 
About RCAC: RCAC is a nonprofit organization that provides technical assistance, training and financing so 
rural communities achieve their goals and visions. Headquartered in West Sacramento, California, RCAC's 
employees serve rural communities in 13 western states, plus the Western Pacific. In Idaho, RCAC partners 
with funding and regulatory agencies to address compliance issues for lower-income rural communities by 
helping with water and wastewater infrastructure projects. 
 
The RCAC Funding and Resource Guide: Idaho Water/Wastewater Systems was funded under a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), a Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP) 
network program, and was compiled in partnership with agencies and organizations by RCAC, the western 
regional affiliate of the national RCAP. 
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APPENDIX: 

LIST OF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Alphabetical Listing of Agencies 

 

 

Agency Contact 

Association of Idaho Cities (AIC) 
3100 S. Vista Ave. Suite 310 
Boise, ID  83705  
Web: www.idahocities.org 

Ken Harward, Executive Director 
Phone: 208/344-8594 
Email: kharward@idahocities.org 

Environmental Finance Center, Boise State 
University (EFC) 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, ID  83725-1936 
Web: www.efc.boisestate.edu 

W. David Eberle, Director, Environmental Finance 
Center 
Phone: 208/426-4293 
Email: weberle@boisestate.edu 

Idaho Bond Bank Authority (IBBA)  
(division of Idaho State Treasurer’s Office) 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID  83720-0091 
Web: www.sto.idaho.gov/Services/IBBA 

Shawn Nydegger, Executive Director 
Phone:  208-332-2989 
Email:  shawn.nydegger@sto.idaho.gov 

Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 West State Street 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID  83720-0093 
Web: www.commerce.idaho.gov/ 

Dennis Porter, Community Development Manager 
Phone: 208/334-2470 
Email: dennis.porter@community.idaho.gov 

 

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) 
1410 N. Hilton 
Boise, ID  83706-1255 
Web: www.deq.state.id.us 

Tim Wendland, Loan Manager 
Phone: 208/373-0439 
Email: tim.wendland@deq.idaho.gov 

 

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) Drinking Water Program 
1410 N. Hilton 
Boise, ID  83706-1255 
Web: http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-
quality/drinking-water.aspx 

Lance Nielson, Drinking Water Program Manager 
Phone:  208/373-0291 
Email:  lance.nielsen@deq.idaho.gov 

Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) 
322 E. Front St 
PO Box 83720 
Boise, ID  83720-0098 
Web: www.idwr.idaho.gov/ 

Gary Spackman, Director 
Phone:  208/287-4800 
Email: gary.spackman@idwr.idaho.gov 

 

Idaho Economic Development District 1 – 
Panhandle Area Council (PAC) 
11100 Airport Drive 
Hayden, ID  83835 
Web:  www.pacni.org 

Jim Deffenbaugh, Executive Director 
Phone:  208/772-0584 x3005 
Email:  jimd@pacni.org 
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Idaho Economic Development District 2 – 
Clearwater Economic Development Association 
(CEDA) 
1626  6th Avenue North 
Lewiston,  ID 83501-1539  
Web:  www.clearwater-eda.org 

Chritine Frei, Executive Director 
Phone: 208/746-0015  
Email: info@clearwater-eda.org 

Idaho Economic Development District 3 –  
Sage Community Resources (formerly Ida-Ore 
Planning and Development Association) 
125 E. 50th Street 
Garden City,  ID 83714  
Web:  www.sageidaho.com 

Information and Assistance Department 
Toll free: 800/859-0321 
Email:  kkenyan@sageidaho.com  
 

Idaho Economic Development District 4 – 
 Region IV Development Association 
P.O. Box 5079 
Twin Falls,  ID 83303  
Web:  www.rivda.org 

Carleen Herring, VP Community and Economic 
Development 
Phone: 208/732-5727 
Email:  carleen@rivda.org 

Idaho Economic Development District 5 - 
Southeast Idaho Council of Governments 
P.O. Box 6079 
Pocatello,  ID 83205-6079 
Web:  www.sicog,org 

Kathleen Lewis, Executive Director 
Phone: 208/233-4032 
Email: Kathleen@sicog.org 
 

Idaho Economic Development District 6 –  
The Development Company 
299 E. 4th North 
Rexburg, ID  83440  
Web:  www.thedevco.net 

Ted Hendricks, Economic Development Manager 
Phone: 208/356-4524 
Email: ted.hendricks@ecipda.net 
 

Idaho Rural Partnership (IRP) 
2270 Old Penitentiary Rd. 
Boise, ID  83712 
Web:  www.irp.idaho.gov/ 

Mike Field, Executive Director 
Phone: 208/332-8687 
Email: mike.field@irp.idaho.gov  
 

Idaho Rural Water Association (IRWA) 
6065 West Corporal Lane  
Boise, ID  83704 
Web: www.idahoruralwater.com 

Shelly Roberts, Chief Executive Officer 
Phone: 208/343-7001 or 800/962-3257 
Email: sroberts@idahoruralwater.com  
 

Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) 
322 E. Front St 
PO Box 83720 
Boise, ID  83720-0098  
Web: www.idwr.idaho.gov 

Stuart VanGreuningen, Financial Program 
Coordinator 
Phone: 208/287-4905 
Email:  stuart.vangreuningnen@idwr.idaho.gov 
 

Indian Health Service 
Portland Area Indian Health Service 
1414 NW Northrup Street, Suite 800 
Portland, OR  97209 
Web:  www.ihs.gov 

Patrick Craney, Director, Division of Sanitation 
Facilities  Construction 
Phone: 503-414-7772 
Email: Patrick.craney@ihs.gov 
 

Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC) 
P.O. Box 5079 
Twin Falls,  ID 83303  
Web:  www.rcac.org 

Technical Assistance: 
Joni Johnson, Rural Dev. Specialist – Environmental 
Phone:  208/734-2173 
Email:  jjohnson@rcac.org 
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 Loan Assistance: 
Josh Griff, Loan Officer 
Phone:  720/898-9463 
Email:  jgriff@rcac.org 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Boise Outreach Office 
720 Park Blvd., Suite 255 
Boise, ID  83712 
Web: www.nww.usace.army.mil 

Mark Mendenhall, Rural Environmental 
Infrastructure 
Phone: 208/345-2064 
Email:  mark.a.mendenhall@usace.army.mil 
 

US Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
(USDA RD) 
9173 W. Barnes Drive, Suite A1 
Boise, ID  83709-1555 
Web: www.rurdev.usda.gov/id 

David Flesher, Community Programs Director 
Phone: 208/378-5618 
Email: david.flesher@id.usda.gov 
 

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
EPA Region 10 Field Office 
1435 N. Orchard Street 
Boise, ID  83706 
Web:  www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region10.html 

James Werntz, Director, Idaho Operations Office 
Phone:  208/378-5743 
Email:  werntz.james@epamail.epa.gov 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


